FOLLOWING THE IDENTIFICATION of spouse and child abuse, the family as a safe haven for its members can no longer be taken for granted (Koss et al., 1994; Straus & Gelles, 1992; Wolfner & Gelles, 1993) . Both official and unofficial statistics have shown that not only spouses and children are victims of family violence; elderly people also experience different forms of abuse by their family members. Since the reporting of the first case of "granny bashing" in Great Britain (Burston, 1975) , increasing attention has been paid to understanding and preventing the phenomenon. Various theories have been proposed to explain why elder abuse occurs (Anetzbergen, 1987; Kosberg, 1983;  Pillemer & Wolf, 1986) as well as to identify fac--tors predictive of its occurrence (Baron & Welty, 1996; Bennett & Kingston, 1993; P. N. Chen, Bell, Dolinsky, Doyle, & Dunn, 1981; Eastrnan, 1984; Giordano & Giordano, 1984; Harris, 1996; Kosberg, 1998; Lachs, Williams, O'Brien, Hurst, & Horwitz, 1997; Pillemer, 1985; Pillemer & Finkelor, 1989; Pritchard, 1992) . Notwithstanding that elder abuse occurs at home and in the community, the present review focuses on abusive behaviors committed against the elderly people by their family members.
Despite increasing interest in elder abuse across countries, this phenomenon is relatively unexplored in Chinese societies. Partly relating 
